Decoding the Mystery of Isaiah 14 
by Omar Henry 


NOTE: (All Scripture references are in the New King James Version, for the purpose of 
clarity. KJV is used next to a verse to indicate that the verse is in the King James Version of 


the Bible.) 


It is acommonly held belief among some Christians today that the soul of man is immortal. There is a 
text in Isaiah 14:9-11, that has been used to supposedly strengthen the doctrine for the immortality of 
the soul. Let’s find out together, from the Bible, what this text actually means: 











Isaiah 14:9-11— “Hell [she'6l] from beneath is excited about you, To meet you at your coming; It stirs 
up the dead for you, All the chief ones of the earth; It has raised up from their thrones All the kings of 
the nations. They all shall speak and say to you: ‘Have you also become as weak as we? Have you 
become like us? Your pomp is brought down to She'ol, And the sound of your stringed instruments; 
The maggot is spread under you, And worms cover you.’” 














NOTE: This passage appears to give the impression that the dead are conscious, and are able to 
communicate with one another. IF someone, with preconceived ideas about man’s state in death, 
looked at this passage for the first time, then they could arrive at such a conclusion. However, if one 
were to study this passage carefully, the true meaning of this passage would become clearer, as we 
will see together. To understand this passage properly, we must understand the doctrine of the state 
of the dead, as found in the Bible: 











First of all, what is a soul? 


Genesis 2:7— “And the Lord God formed man of the DUST of the ground, and breathed into 
his nostrils the BREATH OF LIFE: and man BECAME a living being [or a living soul, KJV].” 











NOTE: Notice Genesis 2:7 very carefully. There are TWO components that make a living, CONCIOUS 
soul: The dust of the ground or the clay (Jeremiah 18:1-6; Job 4:19; 10:8-9; 33:6; Isaiah 64:8) and the 
breath of life or the Spirit of God (Job 27:3; 33:4; Isaiah 42:5). These two components CREATE a living 
soul, which means that, if ONE COMPONENT is missing, YOU CANNOT HAVE A CONCIOUS SOUL! This 
is why it is IMPOSSIBLE for a soul to live on AFTER DEATH, separate and distinct from the body, as the 
COMBINATION of the BODY and the BREATH make a CONSCIOUS SOUL. The word for ‘soul’ in 
Hebrew is ‘nephesh’ meaning, “properly a breathing creature, that is, animal or (abstractly) 
vitality...” It is also interesting to note that Adam was already a man, BEFORE the breath of life was 
breathed into him: 














“And the Lord God FORMED MAN of the DUST of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the 
BREATH OF LIFE; and man BECAME a living being.” 











Notice that man was called man BEFORE the breath of life was breathed into him. Why is this detail 
important? It shows that man WAS NOT THE BREATH OF LIFE that was breathed into him at the 
beginning. Seeing then, that the body which God had formed from the dust of the ground was the 
man himself, we can conclude that, wherever the dust that God had formed was (that is, the body of 
man), there TOO was the man, or in this case, Adam. In other words, WHEREVER THE BODY IS, THAT 
IS WHERE THE PERSON IS. If the body is in the grave, THAT IS WHERE THE PERSON IS: if the BODY is 
in Heaven, THAT IS WHERE THE PERSON IS. Once we understand this simple fact, we are then 
enabled to understand this difficult passage in Isaiah 14. 




















What else is considered to be a soul? 
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Numbers 31:28 KJV—“And levy a tribute unto the Lord of the men of war which went out to battle: 


ONE SOUL of five hundred, both of the PERSONS, and of the BEEVES [cows], and of the ASSES 
[donkeys], and of the SHEEP:” 


Revelation 16:3 KJV—“And the second angel poured out his vial UPON THE SEA; and it became as the 
blood of a dead man: and EVERY LIVING SOUL died IN THE SEA.” 


NOTE: As you will begin to see, the word ‘soul’ does not apply to some supposed DISEMBODIED 
ENTITY that leaves the body at death, but rather it IS a living, breathing CREATURE, that is the 
COMBINATION of BOTH the BODY and the BREATH of life, as previously discussed. When applied 
specifically to a human being, it refers to the INDIVIDUAL themself (see Psalm 6:4; 49:14-15; 88:3; 
Job 19:2; 30:15). In the cases of Revelation 16:3 and Numbers 31:28, a ‘soul’ refers to both land and 
sea animals. Again, in order for a soul to be a concious entity, you need BOTH the body and the 
breath of life. 











What happens once we die? 


Ecclesiastes 12:7—“Then the dust will RETURN to the earth AS IT WAS, And the spirit [the breath of 
life: Genesis 2:7; Job 27:3; 33:4] will return to God who gave it.” 








Psalm 104:29-30— “You hide Your face, they are troubled; You take away their breath, they die and 
return to their dust. You SEND forth Your Spirit, they are CREATED [see Genesis 2:7]; And You renew 
the face of the earth.” 





Genesis 3:19—In the sweat of your face you shall eat bread Till you RETURN to the ground [He didn’t 


RETURN to Heaven], For out of it you were taken; For dust you are, And TO DUST YOU SHALL 
RETURN. 


NOTE: When we die the breath that God breathed into man, at the beginning, leaves us, and we go 
to the grave, or the dust of the earth. It is that simple! These verses teach us that you RETURN to the 


ground. How can one RETURN to Heaven, if they never originated there? One can ONLY RETURN to a 
place where HE HAS BEEN BEFORE (see Genesis 16:9; Numbers 14:3-4; Nehemiah 9:17). We RETURN 
to the earth, because we were made from the earth; we had our ORIGIN from the earth. There is 
nothing that lives on after death. When we die our soul sleeps until the resurrection. Why? Well it is 
simple! If, when alive, we are considered to be living souls, THEN it is safe to conclude that when we 
die, we are the OPPOSITE of living souls, and are therefore dead, or sleeping souls, since death is a 
sleep according to Scripture (John 11:11-14; 1 Thessalonians 4:13; Mark 5:39-40; Luke 8:52-53; Acts 
7:60; Deuteronomy 31:16; 2 Samuel 7:12; 1 Kings 1:21; 16:6). A sleeping soul is one that is DEVOID of 
conciousness: 


























Have a think about sleep for a moment (That shouldn't be too hard, right?!). When you go to bed and 
sleep for 8 hours, you are COMPLETELY UNAWARE of what happens around you, BETWEEN the time 
you fall asleep, and the time you wake up! It is the same idea when it comes to death! You are 
COMPLETELY UNAWARE of what happens around you, BETWEEN the time you die, and the time you 


are resurrected. 








It is a commonly held belief that once someone dies, their soul wings its way to Heaven to be in the 
presence of God. However, what do the Scriptures say about this?: 








Psalm 89:48 KJV— “What MAN is he that LIVETH, and shall not see DEATH? shall he deliver his SOUL 
from the hand of the GRAVE?” 





Job 19:2 KJV—“How long will ye vex my SOUL, and break ME in pieces with words?” 
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NOTE: Notice how in Psalm 89:48 the words “liveth” and “soul” are parallel and the words “death” 
and “grave” are also parallel. This shows that a “soul” is a living person and that DEATH is related to 
the GRAVE. THEN notice Job 19:2, which equates the “soul” to “me” [Job himself]. Therefore, if the. 
soul is delivered to the grave (Psalm 89:48), and Job says that the soul refers to the INDIVIDUAL 
THEMSELF (Personal pronoun: “me” ), then we can conclude that the soul that goes to the grave is 
the PERSON THEMSELF. 

















Ecclesiastes 3:19-20 KJV—“For that which befalleth [happens to] the sons of men befalleth beasts: 
EVEN ONE THING BEFALLETH THEM: as the one dieth, so dieth the other; yea, they have all ONE 
BREATH; so that a man hath no preeminence above a beast: for all is vanity. All go unto ONE PLACE; 
all are of the dust, and all turn to dust AGAIN [We return to where we came from. We didn’t come 
from Heaven, therefore we can’t return to Heaven].” 














NOTE: How much clearer could the Bible be? Both animals and humans go to the SAME PLACE, they 
both have the SAME BREATH [Compare Genesis 2:7 with Genesis 7:21-22] and the same 
composition, that is, the dust. IF the supposed immortal soul returns to Heaven at death, then, 
according to Ecclesiastes 3:19-20, the animal’s soul goes there as well! 








Can a soul die? 


Ezekiel 18:4—Behold, all souls are Mine; The soul of the father As well as the soul of the son is Mine; 
THE SOUL WHO SINS SHALL DIE. 


Numbers 19:13 KJV—Whosoever toucheth THE DEAD BODY [In Hebrew: dead soul] of ANY MAN 
THAT IS DEAD, and purifieth not himself, defileth the tabernacle of the LORD; and that soul shall be 
cut off from Israel: because the water of separation was not sprinkled upon him, he shall be unclean: 
his uncleanness is yet upon him. 











Revelation 16:3 KJV—And the second angel poured out his vial upon the sea; and it became as the 
blood of a dead man: and every living soul died in the sea. 





NOTE: If a soul can die, then it is not immortal, otherwise it wouldn’t be able to die. God ALONE has 
immortality (1 Timothy 1:17; 6:15-16). Paul says that we seek after immortality (Romans 2:7). You 


cannot seek for something you already have. Immortality is given to us when the last trumpet 
sounds at the resurrection (1 Corinthians 15:42, 50-54). 








Do we continue to live on after death? 


Ecclesiastes 9:5 KJV— “For the living know that they shall die: but the dead know NOT ANY THING, 
neither have they any more a reward; for the memory of them is FORGOTTEN.” 








Ecclesiastes 9:6 KJIV—Also their LOVE, and their HATRED, and their ENVY, IS NOW PERISHED; neither 
have they ANY MORE A PORTION FOR EVER in any thing that is done under the sun. 





NOTE: According to Ecclesiastes 9:6 when someone dies they have nothing to do with what goes on 
in this life. \f someone goes to Heaven once they die, wouldn't they know what was going on under 
the sun, and therefore still have a portion in the things done on the earth? Also, the emotions of love, 
hatred and envy perish once a person dies. Again, if someone went to Heaven when they died, 
wouldn't their emotions still exist upon entering Heaven? 














Ecclesiastes 9:10 KJV—“Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, DO IT WITH THY MIGHT: for there is NO 
WORK, NOR device, NOR knowledge, NOR wisdom, IN THE GRAVE, WHITHER THOU GOEST.” 








Decoding the Mystery of Isaiah 14 by Omar Henry Page 3 of 9 


NOTE: Solomon is here stressing the urgency of getting all that you need to get done in this life, done 
(obviously within the guidelines of Scripture). As when you die, you will NEVER AGAIN be able to 


know what is going on in the land of the living. If, once you die, you continue to live, then this verse 


wouldn’t make much sense. 





Psalm 115:17 KJV— “The dead praise not the Lord, neither any that go DOWN into SILENCE.” 








NOTE: If we all go to Heaven once we die, then death couldn’t be described AS SILENT. Death is silent 
and Heaven is filled with praise and worship. What place, then, would silence have in Heaven? 


Wouldn’t silence be out of place there? Did you also notice that when someone dies they go DOWN, 
and not UP? 








Psalm 6:5 KJV—“For IN DEATH there is NO REMEMBRANCE of thee: in the grave who shall give thee 
thanks?” 


NOTE: IF someone goes to Heaven once they die, they would most certainly remember the LORD, 
right? Surely, upon reaching the bliss of Heaven, and seeing the glory of God, they would break forth 
in song, right? But Psalm 6:5 says that “there is NO REMEMBRANCE of thee [God],” AFTER a person 
dies. The psalmist very well understood that once a person dies they enter the grave, and not the 
bliss of Heaven. 











Psalm 146:4 KJV—“His breath goeth forth, he returneth to his earth; in that very day his THOUGHTS 
PERISH.” 








NOTE: If someone goes to Heaven once they die, they would have the ability to think. But in Psalm 
146:4 their thoughts perish. How can someone be physically dead, and yet be described as being 
alive? Would it even make sense to call them dead to begin with? 


Isaiah 38:18 KJV— “For the grave CANNOT praise thee, death CAN NOT CELEBRATE THEE: they that 
go down into the pit cannot hope for thy truth.” 








Job 14:21 KJV—“His sons come to honour, and HE KNOWETH IT NOT: and they are brought low, but 
he perceiveth it not of them.” 





Job 14:10 KJV—“But man dieth, and wasteth away: yea, man giveth up the ghost [he breathes his 
last breath], and WHERE IS HE?” 








NOTE: Notice that Job asks the question (where is he?) AFTER the man gives up the ghost. In other 
words, Job is asking this question: “Where is the man AFTER his spirit returns to the God who gave it 
to him?” Job, Jesus and Daniel give us the answer: 





Job 7:9-10—As the cloud disappears and vanishes away, So he who goes down to the GRAVE DOES 
NOT COME UP. He shall NEVER RETURN TO HIS HOUSE, Nor shall his place know him anymore. 





Job 14:12 KJV—“So man LIETH DOWN, and riseth not: till the heavens be no more, they shall not 
awake, nor be raised out of THEIR SLEEP.” 








Job 14:13 KJV—“O that thou wouldest hide me IN THE GRAVE, that thou wouldest keep me secret, 
until thy wrath be past, that thou wouldest appoint me a set time, and remember me!” 





Job 14:14 KJV—“If a man die, shall he live AGAIN? all the days of my appointed time WILL | WAIT, till 
my change come.” 








NOTE: Did you understand Job’s question?: “If a man die, shall he live AGAIN?” If a person continues 
to live on after death, then how can he be said to have the privilege of living AGAIN? |n order for 
someone to live AGAIN, they would have to be dead, and not still in a concious state of existence! 
You cannot LIVE AGAIN if you are still alive! 
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Job 17:13 KJV—“If Lwait, THE GRAVE is mine house: | have made my bed in the darkness.” 


Daniel 12:2— “And many of them that SLEEP IN THE DUST of the earth shall awake, some to 
everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt.” 





John 5:28-29 KJV— “Marvel not at this: for the hour IS COMING, in the which all that are IN THE 
GRAVES shall hear his voice...” 


NOTE: After the man gives up his breath he is found asleep IN THE GRAVE, until the heavens are no 
more (see 2 Peter 3:10). HE WILL NOT RISE until that appointed time. HE IS NOT IN HEAVEN (See Acts 
2:29, 34). Seeing how many believe that the spirit is the conscious entity that goes to Heaven at the 


moment of death, Job 14:10-14 and Job 17:13 prove that the individual is NOT the spirit, as AFTER 
the spirit/breath leaves him, the INDIVIDUAL THEMSELF is found IN THE GRAVE! 














Now that we have established the truth about death, we will now analyse Isaiah 14:9-11, with this 
fresh information in mind: 








POINT #1: PERSONIFICATION 


Isaiah 14:7-8— “The whole earth is at rest and quiet; They break forth into singing. |ndeed the 
cypress trees rejoice over you, And the cedars of Lebanon, Saying, ‘Since you were cut down, No 
woodsman has come up against us.’” 


NOTE: If verses 9-10 are meant to be taken literally, when it relates to the movements in the grave 
[she'dl], then verses 7-8 MUST also be taken literally. Consistency is key! \t is very clear, that poetic 
language is being used here, known as personification: “[the] attribution of personal qualities” and 
the “representation of a thing or abstraction as a person or by the human form.” Here are some 


other examples of personification found in the Bible: 








Romans 8:22—For we know that the whole creation GROANS AND LABORS with birth pangs together 
until now. 





Habakkuk 2:11—For the stone will CRY OUT from the wall, and the beam from the timbers will 
ANSWER IT. 


2 Kings 14:9— “And Jehoash king of Israel sent to Amaziah king of Judah, saying, “The thistle 


that was in Lebanon sent to the cedar that was in Lebanon, SAYING, ‘Give your daughter to my son 
as wife’; and a wild beast that was in Lebanon passed by and trampled the thistle.” 





Psalm 98:8—Let the RIVERS CLAP their hands; Let the HILLS BE JOYFUL together. 





Isaiah 55:12—For you shall go out with joy, And be led out with peace; The MOUNTAINS AND THE 


HILLS SHALL BREAK FORTH INTO SINGING before you, And all the trees of the field shall 
CLAP THEIR HANDS. 





The TAUNTING ODE, or PARABLE, of Isaiah 14:4-11, is likewise presumed by various Immortal- 
Soulists to teach that she’ol is a land of active ghost life, with ghostly memories and thoughts of life 
on earth. But in the narrative itself Isaiah twice plainly identifies she’ol with “the grave” (Isaiah 14:9, 
margin, and Isaiah 14:11), while personifying for the moment the eerie shades of the dead AS infused 
with life, in order to utter God’s doom upon the tyrannical king of Babylon...But this impressive 
PARABLE was all in imagery—the inspired poet creating one of the classic odes of the Old 
Testament, to cast contempt upon the pride of Babylon, while its broad walls and mighty gates still 
stood imperiously on the plains of Chaldea. It was all in the striking figure of prosopopoeia, or 
personification, BY WHICH [that is, through personification] the dead are represented as speaking. 
—L.E. Froom, The Conditionalist Faith of Our Fathers, vol.1, pp.170-171 
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POINT #2: THE HEBREW WORD FOR PROVERB 


Isaiah 14:4— “that you will take up this PROVERB [mashal] against the king of Babylon, and say...” 





NOTE: On page 605 of the ‘Brown-Driver-Briggs Hebrew and English Lexicon,’ the Hebrew word 
“mashal” is defined as a ‘prophetic FIGURATIVE discourse.’ Commenting on Isaiah 14, Franz Delitzsch 
states the following in his Old Testament commentary: 





Delivered from such a yoke of servitude, Israel will raise a [mashal] according to its PRIMARY 
GENERAL MEANING, is exposition or representation, i.e. oratorical exposition... thoughtful and 
pregnant speech, FIGURATIVE SPEECH, and generally POETRY, but more particularly gnomic [short] 
poetry, with a liking for what is EMBLEMATIC [symbolic] and piquant [sharp and punchy]; and from 
this the idea of the satirical [sarcastic] is easily combined with the term.—Delitzsch, F., 1892. Biblical 


Commentary on the Prophecies of Isaiah. 4th ed. Edinburgh: T&T Clark, p.306. 














Charles Ellicott adds his testimony: 


The prophet appears ONCE MORE [compare Isaiah 5:1; 12:1-2] in his character as a psalmist. In the 
mashdl or taunting-song that follows, the generic meaning of ‘proverb’ is specialised (as in Micah 2:4; 
Habakkuk 2:6; Deuteronomy 28:37; 1 Kings 9:7, and elsewhere) for a derisive UTTERANCE IN POETIC 
OR FIGURATIVE SPEECH. — Ellicott, C., 1884. An Old Testament Commentary for English Readers. 
London, Paris & New York: Cassell & Company, Limited, p.460. 








John Peter Lange also adds his testimony: 


As the Prophet [Isaiah] has before PERSONIFIED the trees of Lebanon, SO HERE HE PERSONIFIES THE 
WORLD OF THE DEAD. He presents it as governed by a common will. This will, so to speak, the will of 


the ruler, roused by the appearance of the king of Babylon, ELECTRIFIES THE ENTIRE KINGDOM, so 
that it gets into unusual commotion and turns to the approaching king in wonder—Lange, J., n.d. A 
Commentary on the Holy Scriptures: Critical, Doctrinal and Homiletical with Special Reference to 
Ministers and Students. New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, p.187. 











“Mashal” is a word used to describe poems or parables, that are symbolic and metaphorical in nature 
(Numbers 23:7-12, 14-24; Job 29; Ezekiel 12:21-24; Habakkuk 2:6). 








POINT #3: A SIMPLE READING OF ISAIAH 14:11 


Isaiah 14:11—Your pomp is brought down to Sheol, And the sound of your stringed instruments; The 
MAGGOT is spread under you, And WORMS cover you. 


NOTE: It is very clear from Isaiah 14:11, that the personification of the former verses (vss. 7-10), were 
describing the fact that the King of Babylon’s body was entering the tomb, and the whole creation 
was rejoicing at the fact that his reign of terror had come to an end (Isaiah 14:3-6). It is very 
important to mention that the King of Babylon’s body entered Sheol, and not his supposed immortal 
soul, as some would have us believe, as we can see that maggots and worms are covering his entire 
body. Study these companion verses: 














Job 17:13, 14—“If | wait for the grave as my house, If | make my bed in the darkness, If | say to 
CORRUPTION, ‘You are my father,’ And to the WORM, ‘You are my mother and my sister,’” [compare 


this verse with the King James Version] 
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Job 19:26 KIV—“And though after my skin WORMS DESTROY THIS BODY, yet in my flesh shall | see 
God.” 


Acts 2:27— “For You will not leave my soul [Jesus Himself] in Hades [the grave], Nor will You allow 
Your Holy One TO SEE CORRUPTION.” 








Acts 2:31—“he [David], foreseeing this, spoke concerning the resurrection of the Christ, that His soul 
[that is, Jesus Himself as the NIV has it] was not left in Hades [the grave: 1 Corinthians 15:55], nor 
did HIS FLESH SEE CORRUPTION.” 





NOTE: From the verses above, especially Acts 2:27, 31, we can see that THE FLESH experiences 
CORRUPTION. We can also see that the flesh, or the body of Jesus, is paralleled with His soul. This 
we have already discussed, when we identified that THE SOUL is the SAME AS the INDIVIDUAL 
THEMSELF. When Jesus died His soul went TO THE GRAVE. When He was alive Jesus was a living 
soul, once He died He became an unconscious soul, or a dead soul, one that was depleted of 
consciousness (see Ecclesiastes 9:5, 6, 10; Psalm 6:5; 146:4; Isaiah 63:16). The soul that entered the 
grave was Jesus HIMSELF. A soul can only have consciousness, and thus be made alive, when the 
body and the spirit are COMBINED. When the opposite occurs the soul is asleep, WAITING for the 
vitalizing energy of God’s Spirit (Psalm 104:29-30). 


























POINT #4: DO NOT ADD PRECONCEIVED IDEAS INTO THE TEXT 


Often times, we tend to read our preconceived ideas into the Bible, and this is why many believe, and 
teach, that some supposed immortal soul goes to Heaven once a person dies. This is erroneous and 
dangerous. As this opens the door wide open to “Spiritualism,” the dangerous belief that the spirits of 
the dead COMMUNICATE with the living through a medium. However, these so-called spirits of the 
dead are actually the “spirits of demons, performing signs” (Revelation 16:14). The idea of the 
immortality of the soul came from Greek philosophy, and has crept its way into the Christian church: 











The BELIEF in the IMMORTALITY OF THE SOUL came to the Jews from contact with GREEK THOUGHT 
and CHIEFLY THROUGH the PHILOSOPHY of PLATO, ITS PRINCIPAL EXPONENT, who was led to it 
through Orphic and Eleusinian mysteries in which Babylonian and Egyptian views were strangely 
blended...—Jewish Encyclopedia, article ‘Immortality of the Soul,’ by Kaufmann Kohler 








Human beings seem always to have had SOME NOTION of a shadowy double that survives the death 
of the body. BUT the IDEA OF THE SOUL as a mental entity, with intellectual and moral qualities, 
interacting with a physical organism BUT CAPABLE OF CONTINUING AFTER its dissolution, derives in 
Western thought FROM PLATO and entered into Judaism during approximately the last century 
before the Common Era AND THENCE INTO CHRISTIANITY. — Encyclopedia Britannica, article ‘the 
Immortality of the Soul’ 











The immortality of Man was ONE OF THE FUNDAMENTAL CREEDS of the PHILOSOPHICAL religion of 
PLATONISM that was in part ADOPTED BY THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH and that THUS became one of 
the foundations of the Christian civilization of the EASTERN AND WESTERN WORLD. Ever since Paul 
in the 15th chapter of 1 Corinthians MADE [the] RESURRECTION THE CORNERSTONE OF THE 
CHRISTIAN FAITH the Church [the church after the Apostles died] has had a profound interest in the 
ANCIENT PHILOSOPHERS WHO TAUGHT THAT MAN’S SOUL IS IMMORTAL and DOES NOT PERISH 
along with is mortal COMPANION the body...Since we are concerned today with the special forms 
the idea of immortality took among the ancient Greeks, we must observe that it is exactly this 
approach to the problem of life and death that is found originally in Greek TRADITION, whereas 
BELIEF IN THE IMMORTALITY OF THE SOUL is a LATER PRODUCT of the GREEK MIND. — The Harvard 
Theological Review Vol. 52, No. 3 (Jul., 1959. . 135-136 




















That such a doctrine [the doctrine of the immortality of the soul] is now largely believed, is well 
known. THAT IT IS NOT TAUGHT IN THE BIBLE, has been fully shown MANY TIMES; HENCE IT DID 
NOT ORIGINATE THERE. Then where did it originate? ALL EVIDENCE, both ancient and modern 
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POINTS TO EGYPT AS THE MOTHER OF THIS DOCTRINE. —Canright, D., 1871. History of the Doctrine 
of the Immortality of the Soul. Michigan: Steam Press, p.33. 


THE EGYPTIANS WERE THE FIRST WHO TAUGHT the doctrine of the immortality of the soul, a fact 
mentioned by all Greek writers from Herodotus to Aristotle, and one brilliantly confirmed by the 
monuments. —Bunsen, C., 1860. Egypt's Place in Universal History. London: Longman, Green, 
Longman, and Roberts, p.639. 











Colossians 2:3— BEWARE lest anyone cheat you through PHILOSOPHY and empty deceit, according 
to the TRADITION OF MEN, according to the basic principles of the world, AND NOT ACCORDING TO 


CHRIST. 








Here’s how Isaiah 14:9-11 would sound if we read preconceived opinion into the text [The square 
brackets are my additions]: 


“TThe fiery flames of] Hell from beneath [are] excited about you, To meet [your immortal soul] at 
[its] coming; It stirs up the [souls of the] dead for you, All the chief [souls] of the earth; It has raised 
up from their thrones All the [souls of the] kings of the nations. [All their souls] shall speak and say to 
[your immortal soul]: ‘[Has your immortal soul] become as weak as we? [Has your immortal soul] 
become like us?’ Your [immortal soul] is brought down to [the place where the souls of the dead 
are], And the sound of your stringed instruments; The maggot is spread under you, And worms cover 
you.” 








NOTE: The text does NOT say that the immortal soul of the wicked King of Babylon, entered hell 
when he died. It does NOT say that he had a soul separate and distinct from the body, that lived on 
after death. These are man-made additions, which reflect the reader’s view on what happens once a 
person dies. 





Point #5: THE MEANING OF THE WORD ‘HELL’ IN THE BIBLE 


..she'6l refers to the netherworld [the place where dead people go] or the underground cavern [hole, 
or cave] to which all [the] buried dead go. Often incorrectly translated “hell” in the KJV, she'6l was 
not understood to be a place of punishment, but simply the ultimate RESTING PLACE OF ALL 
MANKIND. —Vine, W., Unger, M. and White, W., 1996. Vine's Complete Expository Dictionary of Old 


and New Testament Words. Nashville: Thomas Nelson, p.9. 














[Hell] is the word generally used by our translators to render the [Hebrew word She'dl]. It would 
perhaps have been better to retain the Hebrew word, or else RENDER IT ALWAYS BY ‘THE GRAVE’ OR 
‘THE PIT’—Barnum, S., 1871. A Comprehensive Dictionary of the Bible. New York: D. Appleton and 


Company, p.373. 








OUR PRESENT MEANING OF ‘HELL’ [the fiery flames of hell] then applies to gehenna, BUT NOT TO 
THE OTHER WORD hades or SHEOL. ‘Hell’ formerly did apply when the A.V. of the Bible was written; it 
then meant ‘hole,’ ‘hollow,’ or unseen place. Sheol comes from a root ‘to make hollow,’ the common 
receptacle [a hollow object] of the dead below the earth. —Fausset, A., 1911. Bible Cyclopaedia, 
Critical and Expository. Hartford, Connecticut: The S.S. Scranton Company, p.281. 











NOTE: The statement above reveals a very important point, and that is the fact that, the word ‘Hell,’ 


as we know it today, DID NOT have the same definition at the time when the King James Version of 
the Bible was translated in the 17" century. The meaning of the word ‘Hell,’ at the time when the King 
James Bible was translated, meant ‘hole,’ ‘hollow,’ or even a ‘cavity’: 








Hades, the Invisible, Gravedom. [The Greek word for the Hebrew word] she'dl, which denotes a 
hollow, abyss, or cavity, as does the Old English word Hell or Hole; [German:] Hdlle, and Héule. In 
the A.V. it is variously translated ‘hell,’ ‘pit,’ or ‘grave.’ Hades [the Greek version of the Hebrew word 
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she'dl] therefore denotes the Realm of the Invisible, Grave-land, Gravedom. ALL THE GRAVES OF THE 
WORLD VIEWED AS ONE. The ONE GRAVE of the human race: not the grave of an individual. — 


Bullinger, E., 1895. A Critical Lexicon and Concordance of the Greek and English Testament. 4th ed. 
London: Longmans, Green & CO, p.367. 





NEITHER OF THESE TERMS, SHEOL OR HADES, ever means the place of future punishment or a lake 
of fire. They simply MEAN THE GRAVE OR REALM OF THE DEAD. In proof of this we will offer 
testimonies from the most eminent authors upon the point. ‘A new and critical Lexicon and 
Concordance to the English and Greek New Testament,’ by E. W.Bullinger, thus defines hades: 


— “Hades [the Greek equivalent to the Hebrew word ‘she'dl’], therefore, denotes the realm of the 
invisible, THE KINGDOM OF THE DEAD, GRAVELAND, GRAVEDOM, ALL THE GRAVES in the world 
viewed as one; the place where the declaration of God is fulfilled, ‘DUST THOU ART AND UNTO DUST 
SHALT THOU RETURN.’ Hades IS THE GRAVE of the human race; not the grave of the individual (for 
which other words are used), BUT OF ALL THE DEAD, whether they lie in the sepulcher, or are torn by 
beasts (Gen. 37:35), or consigned to the deep.” NO BETTER DEFINITION of the word could be given. IT 
MEANS THE PLACE OR REGION OF THE DEAD, GOOD AND BAD. —Canright, D., 1882. A History Of The 
Doctrine Of The Soul Among All Races And Peoples. 2nd ed. Battle Creek, Michigan: Seventh-day 
Adventist Publishing Association, pp.17-18. 























Even the old English WORD HELL formerly had no such meaning AS IS NOW ATTACHED TOIT. It_ 


simply meant a DARK, CONCEALED, or HIDDEN PLACE, or what was OUT OF SIGHT. —Canright, D.., 
1882. A History Of The Doctrine Of The Soul Among All Races And Peoples. 2nd ed. Battle Creek, 


Michigan: Seventh-day Adventist Publishing Association, p.19. 








NOTE: Based on all the quotes above, the word translated as ‘hell’ (she'dl in the Old Testament, and 
Hades in the New), in Isaiah 14:9, simply means THE GRAVE. The place where people are buried, after 
they have died. This brief examination of the word ‘hell’ helps us to understand the reasons why we 


should not read our preconceived ideas and opinions into the Bible. 





1 Thessalonians 4:16-18—For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice 
of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ WILL RISE first. Then we who are 
alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. 


AND THUS [in this manner] we shall always be with the Lord. Therefore comfort one another WITH 
THESE WORDS. 





NOTE: Paul states that it is at the resurrection that we will always be with the Lord, and not at the 
moment of death. When, as it is claimed, our immortal soul will fly off to Heaven to be with the Lord. 
Paul also said that we should “comfort one another WITH THESE WORDS.” What words? The idea that 
some immortal soul flies off to Heaven, at the moment of death? Certainly not! He tells us to comfort 
one another with the hope of the resurrection, not with the immortality of the soul! 














By Omar Henry 


Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved. 
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